Points out that there are at least three reasons why research in prospective memory is highly relevant. Relevance of prospective memory for everyday life; Clinical relevance of prospective memory; Theoretical relevance of prospective memory.
Institute of Psychology; Department of Gerontopsychology; University of Zurich; Schaffhauserstr. 15; CH-8006 Zürich, Switzerland; e-mail: m.kliegel@psychologie.unizh.ch "Which were the three most important memory problems you had in the last week?"
We have asked this question all participants who attended memory training classes in an adult education institution in a mid-sized German town over the last two years. Of those interviewed, 62 % indicated that at least one of these problems concerned the delayed execution of an intended action, e.g., forgetting to give someone a call. This type of memory tasks has been labelled prospective memory tasks and interest in this rather new field of cognitive psychology is growing (Brandimonte, Einstein, & McDaniel, 1996) .
There are at least three reasons why research in prospective remembering is highly relevant. (1) As signified by the finding reported above, prospective memory is of great relevance for everyday life. Various studies have reported that 50-80% of all everyday memory problems are, at least in part, prospective memory problems (e.g., Crovitz & Daniel, 1984; Terry, 1998) . (2) In sum, the present special issue aims to present a variety of examples of current approaches in the field of prospective memory research. We hope that we will stimulate further research in these and other aspects of the question Why do we forget to execute intended actions everyday? Finally, we are very thankful for the support from Laura Hernandez-Guzman, Editor of the International Journal of Psychology, who provided the exceptional opportunity for this special issue, from Melissa Guynn, Markus Heinrichs, Kai
